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"They acted with complete honesty" (II Kings 12:15)
 

Many are aware of the ongoing steroid scandal in major league sports, especially that found in major league baseball.  Barry Bonds is one of the sports all-time greats, but now he plays under a dark cloud of reproach because of reports of his steroid usage.  Other great players also now have tainted records for the same reason.
 

Cheating, in the final outcome, never pays.  Even if one "gets by with it," breaking the rules also breaks down one's character.  That is true of all cheats, whether those in the classroom, or business, or sports, or with IRS, or in marriage.  Dishonesty and deceit are common, but not cool.  It did not work for the biblical figures Sarah, Achan, or Judas.  It did not work for Mark McGuire or Barry Bonds of baseball.  It will not work for us.
 

In the school classroom, I tell students that it is better to earn an honest "C" than steal a dishonest "B."  The fact that lightning does not strike the cheater is no sign of God's indifference to the matter.  He is just giving one a chance to change, before he is cheated right out of heaven.  
