Words for the Heart
April 29, 2006
	"so that you may know that you have eternal life" (I John 5:13)
 

The legalist must contort scripture to fit his obsession with human performance for salvation and security with the Lord.  He twists I John 5:13 to say, "so that you might perhaps know, if you have not sinned," or "so that you might perhaps know, if you hold the correct views regarding current church issues," or "so that you possibly could know, if you are being obedient in all things," or "so that you might perhaps know, at the moment, but not for long," or "so that you may know, if you have a constant prayer on your lips for forgiveness," or "so that you may know, but cannot really know, because only God can know that kind of thing," or "so that you may know, some day, in eternity, 'if you have been found faithful'," or "so that you may have known at one time, when you first were converted, but not now...not for a certainty."
 

Legalism not only is without grace, but without hope.  It cannot trust what Jesus has done because it is so busy trusting what it does for itself.  The gospel of grace will set that one free, as well as all others who rejoice in the blessed daily assurance found only in the perfect work of Jesus at the cross.  Yes, I can know that I am saved, fully saved, continuously saved...but not because of how well I am doing.  It is because of how well he did for me.


