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"as was his custom" (Luke 4:16) 
 

Habits are the patterns, the paths of usual conduct in our lives.  That applies not only to individuals, but to businesses, schools, politics, sports, and churches.  Montgomery Ward was, at one time, one of the largest retailers in America.  It was the first mail order business (1872).  The conglomerate, at one time, owned vast real estate holdings, a nationwide network of stores, and its own banking system.  Its bankruptcy filing was, at that time, the largest in U.S. history. 
 

What happened?  Through the years, Wards refused to change, adjust its habits and policies with the changing business climate in America.  It became out of touch with the demands and habits of the purchasing public.  As a result, it paid a dear price. Similarly, scripture warns of a myriad of habits which need to be dropped and replaced with that which glorifies God in the believer's life.  A refusal to see what is happening to me due to entrenched habits can lead to disaster.  
 

Any changed required by God, even if painful, is for my good and, probably, the good of others.  Don't "go out of business" because of refusing to change your ways.  Avoid blaming others for repeated failures or friction.  Take action, and see things prosper in the Lord.  
