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"Folly is bound up in the heart of a child" (Proverbs 22:15)
"Train up a child" (Ephesians 6:4)
 

In his parenting book, William Kirkpatrick writes of the myth of "natural goodness" in every child.  The author says, "This is the...idea that virtue will take care of itself if children are just allowed to grow in their own ways."  
 

NOT SO!  Not according to either scripture or real life experience.  Although a precious blessing, a child is selfish by nature.  He does not automatically seek God-honoring behavior.  That must come through instruction and correction, training and modeling.  A garden must be weeded and tilled.  Even a household pet must be trained.  A child does not naturally develop in accountability and righteousness.  That is why God invented parenthood!  Do your work, folks.  Otherwise, you will find yourself obeying your child...or worse. 

