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"Follow me...and I will make you" (Matthew 4:19)
 

Jesus knew the incredible potential of this inconspicuous group.  His unfailing confidence in them, in spite of their consistent misunderstandings and failures, is a model of how to motivate others to great achievements.  These few were the nucleus of a group which would permanently change the world.  I can change those around me by using words of motivation and challenge.
 

At 16, I had already worked at a marina for over a year.  The day my boss handed over the keys and announced that he would be gone for the weekend still is clear in my memory.  He simply said something like, "You know what to do."  I felt ten feet tall!  He need not worry about things not being properly done in his absence.  Having his confidence simply motivated me to work even harder and be even more responsible than in the past.
 

Spiritual leaders, parents, coaches, teachers, friends - all need to harness the power of motivating words and deeds.  Think for a moment!  Which more spurs you toward greater effort: criticism or confidence?  Which do you prefer to hear: "You can't handle it," or "You can do it?"  Paul the apostle had it down.  Do I?
