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"I myself am convinced my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, complete in knowledge, and competent to instruct one another" (Romans 15:14)
 

 The apostle made it clear that the greater load of burden-bearing and counseling in that church was not to be done by the preacher or elders, but the people.  God's people are to equip themselves, by knowledge, character, and experience, to help one another with the issues of life.  That competence stems from two areas: goodness of heart and clarity of understanding.  If one has right motives and a clear grasp of the foundational truths of the person and work of Jesus, he may well be qualified to minister to another believer who is struggling with habit or attitude.  Each of us has that potential.  Will I become competent to counsel others in the name of the Lord?  That does not require perfection, past or present.  However, it does require a goodness of character which is consistently evident to others, and a commitment to know the essential profound truths of Jesus in the gospel.  How about it?
