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"A friend" (Proverbs 17:17)
  

Proverbs is a book of practical wisdom.  It is a word about how not to live like a fool.  For better or worse, we need people.  God has designed us for relationships.  One might conclude that he needs all the friends he can amass. NOT SO!  There is another side to friendship, a dark side.  One might open his life to possible danger or damage.  Proverbs sets forth some friends which a person does NOT need, and which he should avoid:
 

1.  The gossip - 20:19
2.  The quick-tempered - 22:24-25
3.  The grumbler - 24:21-22
4.  The indulgent - 28:7
5.  The immoral - 29:3
 

Be wise in choosing close friends.  There are friends to find, and friends to flee.
