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"Do not be frightened. But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have" (I Peter 3:14, 15)
 

Suffering should find the believer to be fearless but not speechless.  Life or death choices at the hand of the enemy open the door for opportunity to voice one's faith.  What DO I believe?  And, how deeply do I believe it?  What do I really know about Jesus?  Do I know Him PERSONALLY?  Do I know Jesus as well as I know a cappella music, baptism, the Lord's supper, church organization?  None of that will make me stand in the day of dying for Christ.  Christ, alone, can make me to stand.  In that hour, I need a voice of hope and faith.  That comes only from a clear and fervent grasp of the person and work of Jesus Christ, Son of God, Lord.  What does all that mean?  What DO I believe about Christ, and how deeply do I believe it?  Hope rests in that, and only in that.  If others want to know about my strength under fire, the answer is wrapped up in the One for whom I both live and die.  No other answer is worthy to be uttered.  
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