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"I will never disown you" (Mathew 26:35)
 

Three great threats to faith under fire: prosperity, pragmatism, and pressure.  Prosperity causes me to opt for personal convenience or comfort.  It makes me soft.  It turns the rugged cross into a smooth, easy believism.  Pragmatism turns me into a modern-day Pilate.  He chose the practical course, the path of least immediate pain or inconvenience.  Jesus died because of pragmatic thinking by a man who shall never be remembered with favor.  "How can I best handle this for a good short-term outcome?"  "What can best get me through this situation?"  Pragmatism prepares me for failure when faced with death for my faith.  I will choose the path of least pain, rather than that of most glory to God.  Pressure (fear) is a powerful motivator.  Fear of rejection, ridicule, pain, harm to loved ones, or death can cause me to falter under the test.  
 

Be aware of these enemies to faith under fire.  If faced with that ultimate crisis-choice, deny self, pick up your cross, and look by faith to the cross-crucified One who blazed the trail to glory for you. 
