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"He must deny himself and take up his cross" (Matthew 16:24)
 

Some choices simply must be made ahead of time.  Otherwise, the wrong choice will be made.  That is, the believer must have it clearly in his heart, early on, that he will die for Christ (take up his cross) if called to do so by the evildoer.  If one waits until confronted by that crisis-choice, he will perhaps falter, as did Peter, and choose the path of least resistance.  
 

What did Jesus mean what he said, "Whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven" (Matthew 10:33).  Paul said, "Confess with your mouth 'Jesus is Lord'" (Romans 10:9).  If faced with the possibility of death for my faith, will my faith be there?  This kind of test cannot be passed by mere will power. The strongest of us can be broken, one way or another.  However, faith can pass the test...regardless of the degree of heat.  
 

Choose right now, as a Christian, to confess Jesus as Lord.  That refers to more than getting saved.  It refers to the way to live.  Stephen did so, and died.  All the apostles did so, and died.  Yet, they live forever because of the One who was killed, yet lives.  So shall you...if faithful at such a crisis-hour.  Decide, ahead of time, to face whatever faces you by faith.
