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"If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross" (Matthew 16:24)
 

In those times, Jesus' words referred to the possibility of death for one's choice to own Jesus.  Is any less meant by the same words in our times?  A few weeks ago, two reporters taken hostage by Muslim killers were released.  Part of the agreement to be released included converting to Islam at gunpoint.  They did so and lived.  What would I have done?  Without being overly judgmental of these two, it behooves each claimant of Jesus to ask himself the crisis-question.  We like to heroically think of standing firm under such pressure, but, really, what would we have done?  Would "deny himself" and "take up his cross" mean anything at such an hour?  If not, do those words mean anything at any time?
