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"Have hope" (Romans 15:4)
"Christ...the hope of glory" (Colossians 1:27)
 

Some place their faith and hope in the church.  That is, without realizing the fact, their sense of security is based upon beliefs and practices related to “church.”  Then, when those ideas or practices are shown to be somewhat faulty, they shatter to pieces or lash out in defense.  Hope, in these cases, is predicated upon “being right” about church.  
 

Problem with that: church is people, and people fail.  People can be wrong about scripture.  People can become wrong in their dispositions or behaviors.  People can let me down.  I can let myself down.  
 

Friend, church cannot give you hope.  Read that again. Church can encourage hope but cannot give hope.  That is the work of God in Christ.  Church can demonstrate, promote, and practice hope - but cannot give it.  I need faith in God, not the church.  I need the church, but without God I die hopeless.  Love the church, but hope in God.   
