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"Have hope" (Romans 15:4)
 

Why do so many believers seem to live without real hope?  Some are simply worn down by life's relentless pressures.  Others are tired from struggling with sin, addictions, temptation.  They repeatedly win, only to later lose. They start over, only to fall back.  They pray and strive, only to relapse.  
 

Not a few are in great pain and silently wonder, "Why, God?"  These hurting ones dare not whisper the fear that, perhaps, God is initiating their hardships.  They wonder, "Where's the love?"  They want to trust, but are becoming tired by the struggle.  
 

Still others manfully try to press on, but their church environments are saturated with guilt, fear, and condemnation.  Instead of being a place of help and hope, church is, for them, simply another trial to be endured, another reminder that things aren't working.  Instead of relief for their burdens, the load is weekly increased.   
 

Some live without hope because they exist in the "if onlys."  IF ONLY my mate would change...job conditions would improve...health would straighten out...child would act sensibly...   In this case, hope is based upon the idea that circumstances or people or life must change.  NOT SO.  Hope is based upon the God above all that is, good or bad. 
 

Do you struggle with hope?  Turn to Psalm 25:1-5, and get perspective. Get God.
