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"have hope" (Romans 15:4)
 

Three hunters became lost in the deep woods, and darkness cloaked the land.  "What are we going to do?  No way we can get out of here," Joe said.  "Hey, man, don't worry," Bill replied.  "They told us to just fire three shots into the air if something like this happened, and they would rescue us."   So, the two sent three shots into the blackened air.  No response.  After five minutes, three more shots.  Still no answer.  Now visibly shaken, Bill muttered, "Joe, looks like we are running out of hope.  Nobody has answered our signals for help, and we have only three arrows left!" 
 

Ever feel hopeless, and, worse, that no one could or would try to help?  In Genesis 16, Sarai felt hopeless and made an expensive mistake.  Why did she not wait upon God to help her?  In Mark 5, Jesus brings hope to an ostracized demon-possessed one and a woman hemorrhaging to death.  Both appeared to be hopeless cases.  Never think He cannot hear the shots (prayers) you fire into the air.  Trust Him, even when you cannot see Him.  Hope is on the way.  That does not necessarily your circumstances will change, but you will.  
 

Look, again, at Romans 8:28.  All things on my plate are not good things, but, if they turn me toward greater trust in God, they turn out for my higher good.  That is good. I have hope beyond, even in spite of, my circumstances.
