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"Disputable matters" (Romans 14:1)
 

"Disputable matters" are matters pertaining to the implications of the system of faith in Christ which are not clearly spelled out.  They relate to that large area left open to the liberty of believers, in which there is no condemnation for misunderstanding or misinterpretation.  This is an area of LIBERTY, to agree or disagree, to be right or wrong - with no impact upon one's saved relationship with Jesus.  
 

Some matters are clearly set forth as essentials to the faith: the virgin conception, the vicarious substitutionary atonement of Christ, His bodily resurrection and ascension, His literal second coming (return), the inspiration and infallibility of scripture.  Even these essential doctrinal truths are, in some ways, not easily understood - but they must be believed!  They cannot be set aside with consequences for the soul.
 

Many more areas of doctrine and practice are left to liberty - the personal study and maturity of individual believers without risk of condemnation by the Lord. It is important that we do not treat every issue or belief as an essential.  If that were the case, who could possibly stand before God.  Who knows it all, and knows it all as fully as they ought to know it?  
 

Disputable matters matter, but it matters more that I treat my brother with respect and acceptance when we differ concerning a disputable matter.  For that matter, I must allow disputable matters to remain just that: disputable.  If I place every issue or opinion into the ESSENTIAL column, I make every item a litmus test of fidelity to Christ and "the truth."  That is a sure path to sectarian division and strife, and a condemning spirit toward those who disagree with me.  It also is a sure path to the judgment of God.  Am I on that arrogant path?  
