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"Why do you judge your brother?" (Romans 14:10)
 

At least two cultural-turned-doctrinal issues were being debated in this church: eating meat sacrificed to idols and special religious days.  Brothers were squaring off on these matters, and creating distance between one another.  The apostle forbids that they judge one another's motives or sincerity.
 

"I have convictions; you have only opinions."  We often assume that our convictions are tried and tested, and not subject to question.  Unfortunately, we may also assume that the other person's views not only are erroneous, but insincere.  Will I not grant the other believer's views the same honor with which I hold my views?  Will I concede that the other brother has reached his conclusions, even incorrect ones, on the basis of good intent and sincere thought?  Am I the only one with integrity in study and conviction?  That is a small world in which to live.
