Words for the Heart
September 2, 2006
"Wake up" (Romans 13:11)
 

Elijah experienced a depressing circumstance in his encounter with Jezebel and Ahab.  As a result, he basically resigned his prophetic preaching ministry and lay down to sleep (I Kings 19).  God awakened the dozing preacher, rebuked his negative attitude, and rekindled his ministry-fire.  Elijah moved on to other great works in the name of the Lord.
 

Some get discouraged and retreat into a hole of misery.  They go to sleep in regard to the ministries to which God had pointed them.  They lose heart, and give up.  Going to sleep, in this sense, interferes with God's purpose/ministry for one's life.  The thing to remember is that God is greater than any defeat, whether personal or "professional."  He still has a place and plan for your life, and probably will try to prompt you back toward that plan.  Will sleep win out over God's desire for that ministry?  What if someone down the road is waiting to hear about Christ, or be comforted during a trial, or be counseled in a crisis?  Sleep will rob one of these kinds of blessings which, perhaps, lie just around the corner.  God is into restarting our engines and refueling our tanks for His service.  But, He cannot do that if one chooses to simply lie down and go to sleep on the job.  There is work to be done, and you may be the very one He has prepared for the job.  Get up, and get back on task. 
