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"Love one another" (Romans 13:8-10; John 13:34)
 

Love is a command.  It is not an emotion.  Emotions come and go.  Primary emotions are love, fear, sadness, joy, etc.  Secondary emotions flow from these first ones.  Yet, no emotion is constant.  Humans all have their weak, tired, inconsistent moments.  Emotions are limited by one's overall ability to function in a given situation.  The love of our texts cannot be mere emotion, because it is commanded.  Therefore, this must be the kind of love which is an act of the will, a choice of the heart - independent of the emotions of the situation or moment.  After all, how may a person emotionally love a hateful Muslim who is about to take his life?  Yet, love is possible if it is of the will, a choice to seek the highest good of that enemy who will do harm.  It is in this way that God loved sinners (Romans 5:8).  He loved them (us, me) before He was loved by them.  As a matter of fact, He loved them while they were His enemies, seeking to destroy Him.  No mere emotion there!  Too tough!  But, there was love.  How about it?  Am I waiting to feel like loving one who has hurt, disappointed, betrayed, rejected, used me?  Friend, that will be a long wait.  Why no go ahead and love, and let God take care of the emotional part of things?  He will be honored, and, perhaps, over time, you will feel better about things.  Love is a command.  It is always right to love, and always wrong to not love.  Hard to swallow but better than choking on our own bitterness. Besides, it is a debt, and Christians pay their debts.
