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The living know they will die.  But the dead no longer think about such things.  Dead people have no more reward.  People forget them.  After a person is dead, he can no longer show love or hate or jealousy.  And he will never again share in the things that happen here on earth. Ecclesiastes 9:5,6 (NICV)

V. 5 connects with v. 6 – All of the earthly deeds of the dead have ended.
It is difficult to tell whether Solomon was speaking out of his own discouragement with life or stating life’s situation as it is viewed by those without God.  The way some people think even today does not reflect a knowledge or an understanding of the eternal.  God is an eternal God – not just the God of those of those who are living on earth.  

