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But anyone still alive has hope.  Even a live dog is better off than a dead lion! Ecclesiastes 9:4 (NICV)

How many people have a dog for a pet?  For us v. 4 is very logical!  Remember, however, that the setting for these verses is in ancient times and dogs were not taken for pets as they are today.  In the ancient world, a dog was considered the lowest of all animals.  The lion was king of the beasts, admired for his courage and quickness.

Solomon is saying, “It is better to be a live nothing than a dead something.  Only the living have any hope of knowing or accomplishing anything on this earth.”

