



"Marriage should be honored by all" (Hebrews 13:4)

 

Who hasn't sat in a wedding and wiped a tear from happy eyes?  Who has not tossed rice toward the happy couple as they exited the premises, or tied a pair of shoes to the vehicle bumper, or "painted" the vehicle?  One of the most beautiful and treasured events in the world of tradition is the wedding ceremony.  Yet, many customs of today's weddings are rooted in pagan ritual and superstition.

 

For example, rice was, at one time, a fertility symbol.  It was tossed upon the bride and groom to insure many children.  Candles were lit in order to keep malicious demons away from the new marriage.  The bride wore a veil to disguise herself from any demons who might love her in competition with her groom.

 

Of course, much of this symbolism is meaningless in today's weddings.  The customs of culture come and go.  However, there is one thing to remember in regard to this institution called marriage.  God ordained it in the bible.  Men have their customs, but God has his commandments.  He has a will for marriage which far transcends any human custom.  Powerful marriages are built and maintained according to the will of God, not the changing whims of man.  Am I applying His principles to my relationship?  

