



"You are to give him the name 'Jesus,' because he will save his people from their sins" (Matthew 1:21)

 

The majority of the states have names derived from other names, often Native American names.  Alabama is Choctaw for "clearing of the thicket."  Oklahoma is Choctaw for "red people."  Texas is from a Caddo word which means "ally."  Missouri is a Sioux name for "people with the dugout canoes."  You probably know that our Arkansas derives from the Sioux word for "the people who live downstream."  All these states have names that pertain to deeper meanings.  Guess you could say that they are "more than just a name."

 

One named Jesus is revealed in the bible.  That One's name has a deeper meaning: "savior."  He is also called Christ, which means "the anointed of God." He is God's greatest prophet, king, and priest.   Furthermore, He is described as Son of God, which refers to the divine nature of God himself.  Jesus, in other words, is not only fully human, but fully God.  These great names or terms about the Lord form the foundation of the Christian faith.  This is one reason a person can come to God and go to heaven exclusively through Jesus.  Do you believe in Him?  Do you believe what is meant by His name and titles?  Do you serve and worship Him alone?  Remember, He is more than just a name!

