



"Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure...think about such things." (Philippians 4:8)
 

 America continues to be locked in a downward values-spiral.  A constantly changing social and moral climate has turned values into a moving target.  Certain ethical trends are frightening.  For example, 1 out of 4 admit to cheating on taxes, and 1 out of 2 admit to regularly lying about something.  1 out of 5 is dishonest at the workplace.  3 out of 5 consent to premarital sex.  1 out of 2 has no qualms about voting for a homosexual candidate for President.  Add to these the damage caused by abusive excessive taxation, drug use and violence in various sports, and a constant degrading of moral decency in movies and sitcoms.  
 

Indeed, this is a time to sort out one's way of thinking about what is necessary and non-negotiable regarding values.  The commonness of unethical behavior makes the ethical person appear foolish.  
 

Jesus Christ is the ultimate, unchanging example of how to be ethical in an unethical culture.  He always worked hard, treated people rightly, and considered others above his personal interests.  No one accuses him of being foolish.  Not a few even admire him.  A great number actually worship him.  From Jesus, one not only learns how to live on earth, but in heaven.  It is best to value his values. 
