



“I will give thanks to the Lord” (Psalm 7:17)

Over three centuries ago, early Pilgrims from England arrived in America on the Mayflower ship.  Winter had set upon Plymouth on the east coast.  Those were hard times, and over half that first group of 104 perished before spring.  In the fall of 1621, Governor William Bradford declared a day of thanksgiving for the harvest and other blessings.  Thanksgiving became an American tradition, and continued to be observed throughout the Revolutionary war era.  However, it was not until 1863 that a president named Lincoln made Thanksgiving a national proclamation.  In 1939, FDR marked November 23 as the official Thanksgiving holiday.  Later, in 1941, Congress designated the fourth Thursday as the national holiday.

Thanksgiving, to this week, is a treasured national pastime.  The bible honors the spirit of thankfulness.  In the midst of national prosperity and blessing, let each of us remember that blessings essentially come, not from country, but the God who gave to us this great and remarkable land. 

